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EASTERN CHRISTENDOM. 

That there is a growing interest in oriental Christianity is evident 
from the number and quality of books bearing on the subject, now 
appearing from the press, and also from the fact that eastern scholars 
are beginning to apply scientific methods to the problems of ecclesi- 
astical history. From the fifth to the eighth century Christendom was 
gradually sundered into two great branches, which finally ceased to feel, 
or indeed to have, any vital relations with each other. During these 
centuries the eastern church was likewise breaking up into a half-dozen 
fragments. Theological controversy, racial antipathy, and the spread 
of Islam destroyed the sense of unity, and oriental Christendom lay 
bruised and bleeding from every pore. The orthodox imperial church 
alone retained any great vitality. Its chief service was the conversion 
of Russia and the preservation of the Greek language and literature. 
But the crusades dealt it a cruel blow, and the Ottoman Turk com- 
pleted its overthrow. Since the capture of Constantinople in 1453 
oriental Christianity has had a retrograde existence, if we except Rus- 
sia. The Nestorian church, it is true, for several centuries zealously 
spread the faith in central Asia and sustained a vigoro.us patriarchate 
on the Tigris. But the curse of Islam finally pervaded its life and 
blighted its future. 

The present disintegrate condition of oriental Christendom can be 
explained and understood only by tracing the history of each branch 
of the eastern church from the days of controversy and schism until 
now. And the reintegration of oriental Christianity and of Chris- 
tendom as a whole will come only from a sympathetic study and appre- 
ciation of the struggles and trials and sufferings of each separate 
branch. History is the great teacher and reconciler. And sympathetic 
history is beginning to be written. Kyriakos's Geschichte der orientali- 
schen Kirchen* though strongly suspicious of the motives of the Roman 
papacy, and plainly partial to the Orthodox church, preserves in 
general a balanced judgment and portrays the history of the various 
branches of the Eastern church after the fall of Constantinople in a 
sympathetic manner. His German translator, Dr. Erwin Rausch, has 
done western students a great service by the publication of the work 
now before us." The book is mainly an interpretation of the work of 

1 A review of this work will be found in Vol. VII, pp. 556 ff. of this Journal. 
» Kirche und Kirchen im Lichte griechischer Forschung. Von Lie. Dr. Erwin 
Rausch. Leipzig: Deichert, 1903. viii + 127 pages. 
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the Athens church historian. Our author sketches briefly the efforts 
of Greek historians since the fall of Constantinople, and then describes 
the sources of the " "E/cicAipraum/o; 'larwpux " of Kyriakos whom he 
calls "der Hauptvertreter der modernen griechischen Kirchenhistorik." 
One of the most interesting chapters of the work before us treats of the 
" development of orthodox ecclesiastical doctrine " (pp. 29 ff.) The sec- 
tion opens with an exposition of the influence of " ira/oa8oo-is," which 
Kyriakos defines " tivcu ttSv, o ti travrort, iravraxpv nal irapa iravriav lirur- 
Ttv9r)." This faith is the ever-living consciousness of the church. It 
unfolds as time goes on, and becomes more fully understood and 
more accurately defined, yet the substance remains unchanged. " Die 
Lehre unserer Kirche," says Kyriakos, "ist nicht in alien ihrer Ein- 
zelheiten durch die alten Vater und die okumenischen Synoden 
begrenzt, wie dies in der romischen Kirche durch das tridentinische 
Konzil und die papstlichen Dekrete der Fall ist; deswegen geniesst 
die theologische Wissenschaft bei uns mehr Freiheit als in der 
papstlichen Kirche." Our author next describes the influence of 
philosophy upon the Christian faith , as that is understood by Kyri- 
akos, who declares : " 6 xpio~riavt07ios crvvtTr\iqpw<re rrp/ ap\alav eAAijvuojv 
<f>i\ocro<l>iav." Neoplatonism, the Aristotelian philosophy, the mystic 
theology, and modern philosophical movements are specifically treated. 
Dr. Rausch then passes to an exposition of the relation of the Ana- 
tolian church to the Romish church, as conceived by Kyriakos. "The 
arrogance of the papacy " is declared to be the real cause of the final 
schism in the church. "Photios war der Mann der die anatolische 
Kirche von der Tyrannei des Papstes rettete. Ohne ihn war diese 
verloren, die irapaSocms und der Latinismus angenommen." Islam and 
the Anatolian Church, and Protestantism and the Greek church, com- 
plete the treatment. 

Dr. Karl Beth 3 deals particularly with the Greek, Armenian, and 
Coptic churches. The author aims to give us a picture of the pres- 
ent condition of these churches, their outer relations, their varying 
conceptions of Christianity, and the prevailing types of piety found 
among them. Part I treats of the organization and administrative life 
of the patriarchates of Constantinople, Alexandria, Antioch, and Jerusa- 
lem; and describes the constitution of the Orthodox autonomous 
churches of Hellas, Cyprus, Bulgaria, Servia, and of the remaining Dan- 
ubian provinces. It also deals with the smaller Orthodox churches — 

3 Die orientattsche Christenheit der Mittlemeerlander. Von Lie. Dr. Karl Beth. 
Berlin: Schwetschke, 1902. xvi + 427 pages. 
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Armenian, Coptic, and Abyssinian — and with those oriental churches 
which have from time to time been brought under the sway of Rome. 

The second part of this valuable work deals with the religious life 
of the oriental churches, describing first the inter-confessional relations 
of the various branches of oriental Christendom, and of these churches 
with Roman Catholicism and Protestantism. The cultus of the Greek 
Orthodox churches is treated under four heads : " Church Buildings," 
" Church Year," " Liturgy," and "Sacraments." Although the sketch 
is brief, it reveals the fact that Dr. Beth is thoroughly familiar with the 
details of the cultus of the Greek church, and knows how to portray 
them in a fresh and interesting way. The chapter on " Dogma and 
Piety" gives proof of patient investigation and a thorough mastery of 
the theme. Taken altogether, the work of Dr. Beth calls for the high- 
est commendation and will prove of great service to students of ori- 
ental Christendom. 

An excellent German translation, by Konrad Grass, of the intro- 
ductory portions of the two standard Russian works on dogmatics, 4 has 
recently appeared from the press. The first part consists of Makari's 
Geschichte der rechtgldubig-dogmatischen Gottesgelthrthtit, the second 
of Silwestr's Geschichte der dogmatischen Wissenschaft. The little vol- 
ume will prove of great interest and value to western students of Rus- 
sian systematic theology. The two works chosen by Grass for trans- 
lation divide the Russian theological student world into two camps. 
While they differ somewhat in point of view and method of treatment, 
the historical portions in the main follow similar lines and reach similar 
results. A valuable part of this small volume consists of the alphabeti- 
cal register of works on Russian systematic theology. The catalogue 
is large, and the reader will no doubt be surprised at the scope and 
thoroughness with which many questions of theology have been treated 
by Russian writers. There is also added to the volume before us an 
alphabetical register of the present Russian theological reviews and 

current periodicals. 

Edwin Knox Mitchell. 
Hartford Theological Seminary. 



THE RELIGION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

Historians tell us that great movements in the field of thought 
develop in silence for years, and then come to the surface at about the 
same time here and there. In like manner it has often proved that 

« Geschichte der Dogmatik in russischer Darstcttung. Von Konrad Grass. 
Gutersloh: Bertelsmann, 1902. xiv + 179 pages. 



